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licly, solemnly promulgated against the King of Eng-
land ; his domains were declared the lawful
spoil of whoever could wrest them from his
unhallowed hands.

There was but one sovereign in Europe whom his
own daring ambition, and his hatred of John, **UiPtu
might tempt to this perilous enterprise. Philip undertakes
Augustus, who had himself so bitterly com- King John,
plained of the insolence of the Pope in interdicting his
realm, excommunicating his person, absolving his sub-
jects from their fealty, was now religiously moved to
execute the Papal sentence of deposition against his
rival. He had won the continental dominions, he would
possess himself of the insular territories of John. The
policy of Pope Innocent with regard to the King of
France had undergone a total revolution. Otho, the
Emperor, the kinsman of John, who owed to the wealth
of John his success in his struggle for, if not his conquest
of the Empire, was now the armed enemy of the Pope;
France was the ally of Frederick the Sicilian, whose
claims to the Empire were befriended by Innocent. The
interests of the Pope and the King of Prance were as
intimately allied as they had been implacably opposed.
At a great assembly in Soissons appeared Stephen
Langton, the Bishops of London and Ely,
newly arrived from Borne, the King of France, Ap
the bishops, clergy, and people of that realm. The
English bishops proclaimed the sentence of deposition;
enjoined the King of France find all others, under the
promise of the remission of their sins, to take tip arms;
to dethrone the impious King of England; to replace
him by a more worthy sovereign. Philip Augustus
accepted the command of this new crusade. Great
forces were levied for the invasion of England; secret